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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Original) A method for removing a hydrated contact lens from a mold, comprising 
the steps of: 

moving the lens in a pattern tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to 
the mold; and 

applying sufficient force on the lens normal to and away from the mold to 
separate the lens from the mold. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of die lens; 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the,first linear direction; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of; 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; and 
moving the lens in a second linear direction, tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the step of 
moving the lens in a linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens. 
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5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold flmher comprises the step of 
rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens. 
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1 0. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of; 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of applying sufficient force on 
the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold comprises 
applying sufficient vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the 
lens from the mold. 

13. (Original) A method for removing a bydrated contact lens from a mold, comprising 
the steps of: 

moving the lens in a pattern tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to 
the mold while applying sufficient force on the lens normal to and away from the mold to 
separate the lens from the mold 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
force on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
comprises moving the lens in a pattern tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering 
to the mold while applying sufficient vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the 
mold to separate the lens from the mold* 
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15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; and 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the step of moving the lens in a linear direction tangential to the surface 
of the lens, 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 
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19. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface, 

20. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the step of rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens* 

22. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to die mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

routing the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
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vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold while applying sufficient 
vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold 
further comprises the steps of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

25. (Original) A method for removing a hydrated contact lens from a mold, comprising 
the steps of: 

applying sufficient vacuum to an exposed face of the lens to hold the lens 
securely; 

moving the lens in a pattern tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to 
the mold; and 

applying sufficient force on the lens normal to and away from the mold to 
separate the lens from the mold. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 
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27. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; and 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the step of 
moving the lens in a linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens. 

29. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the leas in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 
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moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the step of 
rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 25. wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens. 

34. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 
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rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein the step of applying sufficient force on 
the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold comprises 
applying sufficient vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the 
lens from the mold. 

37. (Original) A method for removing a hydrated contact lens from a mold, comprising 
the steps of; 

exposing one face of the lens by removing one or more mold sections; 
positioning a vacuum instrument over the exposed face of the lens; 
applying sufficient vacuum to the exposed face of the lens to hold the lens 
securely; 

moving the lens in a pattern tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to 
the mold; and 

applying sufficient force on the lens normal to and away from the mold to 
separate the lens from the mold. 

38. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; 
moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

moving the lens in a first linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens; and 
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moving the lens in a second linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens 
and at a large angle to the first linear direction. 

40. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the step of 
moving the lens in a linear direction tangential to the surface of the lens. 

41 . (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 

of: 

moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens; and 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the step of 
rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and . 
moving the lens in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of 
the lens. 
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45. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface; and 
moving the lens in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential 
to the surface of the lens, 

46. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of distinct linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

47. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of moving the lens in a pattern 
tangential to the surface of the lens still adhering to the mold further comprises the steps 
of: 

rotating the lens around an axis normal to the lens surface while moving the lens 
in a series of changing and recurring linear directions tangential to the surface of the lens. 

48. (Original) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of applying sufficient force on 
the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the lens from the mold comprises 
applying sufficient vacuum on the lens normal to and away from the mold to separate the 
lens from the mold, 

49. (New) The method of claim 4, wherein moving the lens in the linear direction 
tangential to the surface of the lens provides a pick yield for the lens of from 84.6% to 
98.3%. 

50. (New) The method of claim 49, wherein the contact lens has a Sku from -3.00 D to 
-10.00 D. 



12 

PAGE 14/17 ^ RCVD AT 9Q0/20O6 8:47:52 AM [Eastern DayligM Time] * SVR;USPT0^FXRF-1/1 1 * DNlS:27383D0 * CSID:+585 8706 4 DURATION (mm»ss):04-56 



r SEP-20-2006 07:58AM F ROM-LAW DEPARTMENT 



+585-338-8706 



T-888 P. 01 5/01 7 F-925 



51. (New) The method of claim 17, wherein moving the lens in the linear direction 
tangential to the surface of the lens provides a pick yield for the lens of from 84.6% to 
98.3%. 

52. (New) The method of claim 51, wherein the contact lens has a Sku from -3.00 D to 
-10.00 D. 

53. (New) The method of claim 28, wherein moving the lens in the linear direction 
tangential to the surface of the lens provides a pick yield for the lens of from 84.6% to 
98.3%. 

54. (New) The method of claim 53, wherein the contact lens has a Sku from -3.00 D to 
-10.00 D. 

55. (New) The method of claim 40, wherein moving the lens in the linear direction 
tangential to the surface of the lens provides a pick yield for the lens of from 84.6% to 
98.3%. 

56. (New) The method of claim 55, wherein the contact lens has a Sku from -3.00 D to 
-10.00 D. 
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